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Sociolinguistics Goals:

Identify aspects of socioeconomic factors in
language variation
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* Identify aspects of gender and ethnicity as
factors in language variation

Describe how shifts in speech contexts cause
changes in speaking styles

List the reasons why “standard” national
dialects are problematic propositions
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What is sociolinguistics?

~Sociolinguistics:
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Overview
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Linguistic community
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Dialects (linguist’s definition)

Cihan University Sulaimaniya, Kurdistan Region, Iraq momen.amin@sulicihan.edu.krd



4 -,":’u_'. sl T iy & - g :_'.5,1"\1."4'.- 7 Eity WS 2 L O S S O TSR
-

Yo " & SOOI A T o - 2 ” ...'_ 3
. Sl r { Sami e SRS Ul R N N e

Sources of confusion re dialect

Politically distinct # linguistically distinct.
200+ countries vs. 6000+ languages

‘Chinese’: languages spoken in same
country, mislabeled ‘dialects’

Spoken in different countries, mislabeled
‘languages’:

(Czech, Slovak), (Serbian, Croatian),
(Norwegian, Swedish, Danish)
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Difficulties with mutual

intelligibility definition
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Difterent types of dialects
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‘Standard’ vs. ‘non-standard’

varieties of American English
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Language variation

Factors contributing to variation:
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Kurdish Language
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